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of the people. The example set by Dr William
Hawes and the founders of the Royal Humane
Society has brought about additional care for the
preservation of human life. The example of mill-
owners, like Sir Robert Peel and Robert Owen, has
led to the first Factory Acts and the organisation of
factory inspectors; and the work of Florence Night-
ingale was remarkable, not only for what she did
personally, but for the impulse she gave to the care
of the sick. Besides new public undertakings there
has been much accomplished on the lines suggested
by the work of reformers, like John Howard, in
prison discipline and in the treatment of the insane.
England has not been altogether unmindful of
her responsibilities for the welfare of the planters
in overseas dominions during the first era of coloni-
sation. Much trouble was taken in regard to the
religious conditions of the settlers in the West
Indies and in Virginia, and the story of Pocahontas
serves at least to show that there was, in high
quarters, an interest in exercising a beneficial in-
fluence on the native population. Such attempts
were less welcome in the New England colonies, and
were not forced by the Mother Country on the
settlers there; and after the Restoration and Revo-
lution, the government ceased to show any great
senseof responsibilityfor thewelfareof thecolonists,
but officially left them to themselves. There were
many men, however, who felt that the responsi-
bility of the Mother Country, though officially dis-